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unity of intelligence and reality. They represent
different aspects of that organic or super-organic
nature which Plotinus attributes to the intelligible
world, as a system in which the whole is present in
every part, and in every part is conscious only of
itself. Thus the pure intelligence is viewed as one
with itself through all the differences of its objects,
differences which, therefore, are no hindrance to its
transparent unity. Again, its self-determined life
combines rest with motion, or rather absolute per-
manence with unceasing activity, because it is an
activity that never goes beyond itself. And this,
finally, involves the complete relativity of the dis-
tinction between thought and reality; for the object,
as intelligible, cannot be severed from the intelligence,
nor can the self-consciousness of the intelligence be
divorced from the consciousness of the intelligible
world. By working out the unity of all these pairs
of opposites Plotinus brings before us in the most
forcible way that perfect interpenetration which he
conceives as the essential characteristic of all the
members or organs which partake in the unity of
spiritual life. The perfect inwardness of intelligence
in all its differences, as opposed to the reciprocal
externality and exclusiveness of material objects, was
never more vividly expressed. Here we have that
idea of spirit by which St. Augustine was enabled
to free himself from the materialistic conceptions of